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Sentence - Repent, and be baptised every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. Acts 2: 38-39
  
Collect - O God, your Son made himself known to his disciples in 
the breaking of bread: open the eyes of our faith, that we may see 
him in his redeeming work; who is alive and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Introit               626 Light of the minds that know him
Gradual            227 How sure the scriptures are 
Offertory          471 Jesus, the joy of loving hearts
Dismissal        577 Lord of the church

 9.30am - NZPB 404

Readings for today Sunday 23rd April 2023 
First Reading - Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Epistle - 1 Peter 1:17-23
Gospel - Luke 24:13-35
Readers 9.30am - Liz and Gaylene

http://www.stpaulsmilford.co.nz/


Acts 2:14a, 36-41
“Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and
listen to what I say. Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with 
certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus 
whom you crucified.’ Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart
and said to Peter and to the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we 
do?’ Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your 
children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God 
calls to him.’ And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted 
them, saying, ‘Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.’ So those 
who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three 
thousand persons were added.

1 Peter 1: 1-23                                                                                    
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the exiles of the dispersion in 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who have been chosen 
and destined by God the Father and sanctified by the Spirit to be obedient
to Jesus Christ and to be sprinkled with his blood: May grace and peace 
be yours in abundance.  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead and into an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven 
for you, who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  In this you rejoice, even if 
now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the 
genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though 
perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory 
and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed.  Although you have not 
seen him, you love him, and even though you do not see him now, you 
believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you 
are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace 
intended for you made careful search and inquiry, inquiring about the time
and circumstances that the Spirit of Christ within them indicated when it 
testified in advance to the sufferings intended for Christ and the 
subsequent glory.  It was revealed to them that they were serving not 
themselves but you, in regard to the things that have now been 
announced to you through those who brought you good news by the    
Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look! 



Therefore prepare your minds for action; discipline yourselves; set all 
your hope on the grace that Jesus Christ will bring you when he is 
revealed.  Like obedient children, do not be conformed to the desires that 
you formerly had in ignorance.  Instead, as he who called you is holy, be 
holy yourselves in all your conduct, for it is written, “You shall be holy, for 
I am holy.” If you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially 
according to each person’s work, live in fear during the time of your 
exile. You know that you were ransomed from the futile conduct inherited 
from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold but with 
the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or 
blemish.  He was destined before the foundation of the world but was 
revealed at the end of the ages for your sake.  Through him you have 
come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, 
so that your trust and hope are in God. Now that you have purified your 
souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual 
affection, love one another deeply from the heart. You have been born 
anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and 
enduring word of God. 

Luke 24: 13-35
Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called 
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other 
about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and 
discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes 
were kept from recognizing him.  And he said to them, “What are you 
discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, 
looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him,
“Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things 
that have taken place there in these days?”  He asked them, “What 
things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a 
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how 
our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death 
and crucified him.  But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem 
Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things 
took place.  Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They 
were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body 
there they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of 
angels who said that he was alive.  Some of those who were with us went 
to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see 
him.”  Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of 
heart to believe all that the prophets have declared!  Was it not necessary
that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his 



glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to 
them the things about himself in all the scriptures. As they came near the 
village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going 
on.  But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is 
almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay 
with them.  When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed 
and broke it, and gave it to them.  Then their eyes were opened, and they 
recognized him, and he vanished from their sight.  They said to each 
other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us 
on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?”  That same hour 
they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and 
their companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has 
risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!”  Then they told what had 
happened on the road and how he had been made known to them in the 
breaking of the bread.

We remember in our prayers - John, Tomas, Hunter, Donna, Julie, 
Rosemary, Megan, Dianne, Noeline, Gillian, Barrie, Lesley, Lorna, 
Shobha, Pat, Hazel, Shelley, Cynthia, Logan, Kelvin, Margaret, Geoff. 
Residents and parishioners in Sudan Avenue, Sylvan Park Avenue, 
Thornton Road, Torbruk Crescent, Trafalgar Road.

NEXT WEEK
Tuesday 25th

Anzac Day. Today is a public holiday. There will be NO 
Selwyn Centre today.

Wednesday 26th 10am Holy Communion. And morning tea.

Thursday 27th Mainly Music 10am. Mainly Music 10.00am. Cost $5.00.

Sunday 30th Holy Communion 8am and 9.30am.

Readings for next Sunday 30th April 2023 
First Reading - Acts 2:42-47
Epistle - 1 Peter 2:19-25
Gospel - John 10:1-10
Readers 8am -To be advised
Readers 9.30am - Karen and Patrick
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