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Sunday December 11th Advent 3


	ST PAUL’S

8.00am Holy Communion

Today at 9.30am we enjoy the Nativity Play.

Vestry meets after Morning Tea
	ALL HALLOWS’

        Is attending St. Paul’s


Sentence:
In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

 Isaiah 40:3
Collects:
God for whom we wait and watch, you sent John the Baptist to prepare for the coming of your Son; give us courage to speak the truth even to the point of suffering.

God of hope, when Christ your Son appears may he not find us asleep or idle, but active in his service and ready. Amen.

             1st Lesson       Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11

             2nd Lesson      1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24

             Gospel            John 1: 6-8, 19-28
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Prayers

Let us pray to the now living God,

who always keeps his promises,

and who knows us well.
Loving Father, keep the Church faithful

in telling the good news, comforting the desolate,

actively loving justice

and drawing many to freedom

through the joy of your forgiveness.

Silence

Keep us faithful:

to your calling.
As the Church, we pray for the world,

that there may be integrity in leadership;

mercy and justice for the rich and poor,

strong and weak;

that there may be peace among the nations

and respect for all.

Silence

Keep us faithful:

to your calling.
As the family of believers, we pray

for those around us now and their needs;

and for the families we represent, and their needs.
May the love of Christ be shown in what we do

and how we speak and how we spend.

Silence

Keep us faithful:

to your calling
In compassion we call to mind

all who are locked in physical or emotional pain,

all who are weighed down with worry,

guilt or despair.

Restore and refresh them, comfort and free them.

May joy abound in our community we pray for
Barbara, Patrick, Don, Charles, Daphne, Tex, Rona, Doug, 
Grace, Pam, Shirley, Eileen, Zavier, Margaret, Ivy and Ella.
And for residents and parishioners Selwyn Cresent, 

Shakespeare Road, Stanley Avenue, Stratford Avenue.
Merciful Father,

accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen
	Readings for Sunday December 18th
4th Sunday in Advent

	1st Lesson       2 Samuel 7: 1-11, 16
2nd Lesson      Romans 16: 25-27
Gospel            Luke 1: 26-38
Rostered 8.00am – Colin Stanbridge, Brynyce Owen, Bob Neison, Jack Weir, Jim Cozens,
Ian Turner

9.30am – Pam Martin, Joyce Burgess, Hilda Hutchinson, Jean Parker.


This Week

	Tues 13
	10.30 Christmas Holy Communion Lady Allum.

	Wed14
	10.00am Holy Communion at St. Paul’s. Morning tea.

Bible study. Last study for the year.
SELWYN CENTRE MORNING TEA - AT Mary’s 10.30am

	Sat 17
	Last day for Opp. Shop for 2011


              The  Interchurch Council for Hospital Chaplaincy 
                                     Aotearoa New Zealand. 
       Hospital Chaplaincy Assistants 2012 training course will be held 
                         from March 6th –July 3rd. Enquiries to          

          John.Heynen@waitematadhb.govt.nz or 818- 3406 before    

               31st December 2011. More information on noticeboard.

House share available – large rooms, close to Milford beach and shops, vegie patch. Please phone 489 5024.
Bible study concludes this Wednesday and resumes on January 11th 2012.

Snippets from Joyce
It was wonderful to see people working well together 

to host the lesson and carol service. The singing was splendid, the readers expressive, people willingly helped set up and clear up. 

Thank you. Barrie lead us well on the organ.

Today we honour those who help with the children’s and young people ministry. This includes the extended family.

The Selwyn Centre lunch was lovingly prepared by Jim, Graeme, Tex and Mary. Mary wrapped the gifts, Barrie played for the carols and we read the books to be given out to mainly music.

On Thursday and Friday the mainly music groups broke up.
The families enjoyed singing, gifts, party food and seeing the nativity scene. Thanks to Phyl, Pat, Megan June, John Brynyce the late 
Eric Nancekivell, Owen, Marjorie, Raewyn and Elvira.
Various people are writing to parishioners at the Ringmer church in Britain. Robin encourages this exchange.

New Bibles in large print. NIV either soft or hard covers $25.00 from 

09 836 1643, Bibles in Action. Very good price.

You may know of the Christmas Dinner at the Methodist Church,

Lake Road on Christmas Day. See their notices on how you can help. 300 attend.

The Opp. Shop finishes for 2010 on Saturday at 12.00 noon.

Some will be off for Christmas before the Christmas worship. We wish you a safe and happy Christmas celebration and may 2012 be one of good health and satisfaction in your calling.

John and Joyce have lots of frozen fejoas and people are welcome to ask for these for personal use.

Please pick the sweetpeas to take home. Use scissors from the kitchen or vestry.

Chris and Jean Richards send their greetings to everyone.
