Stir Up Sunday. 

The Reign of Christ. 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24, Ephesians 1:15-23, Matthew 25:31-46

The end of the year. How quickly it has come!

Are we ready to be stirred again by the call of God’s kingdom and values?                                                          

Are we ready to begin the journey through the days of Advent to greet the gift of God incarnate born among us?                                                                                                                                                               

How real is the reign of Christ in our lives? 

Those at Church have been given a history sheet to help understand where the prophet Ezekiel fits into the history of the people of God. Ezekiel, a priest, was with those exiled from Jerusalem in 597 B.C. Five years later he was called to be a prophet, ministering to those in exile. 

We are familiar with the sheep metaphor for the people of God. The leaders, kings and priests were sometimes seen as shepherds charged with the tasks of caring for all the sheep. The portrait of the shepherd who seeks the lost sheep of the flock is lifted as the metaphor for God’s saving activity. As a good shepherd collects the animals of the flock who are in peril, so God will bring together the remnants of scattered Israel. Did your heart warm as you heard from the reading that the hungry sheep will be fed from the choicest pastures, the thirsty sheep will be led to the mountain watercourses, the purest of all streams. The injured will be healed, the weak will be strengthened. No wonder Jesus was to describe himself years later as the Good Shepherd. This is a suitable passage to reflect on as we later this week decide on the various political leaders for this country.  

The passage may have surprised you when there is judgment between sheep and sheep. The fat and strong have been instrumental in the persecution of the weak, observes Ezekiel. We hear God’s call to care for those in need.

The final story of the end of time from Matthew's Gospel reinforces that theme. Christ is described as exalted, on a throne, speaking to and judging the assembled nations. He is the shepherd king sorting the sheep from the goats. The final story was set early in Holy Week, just before Jesus was to become a victim of human judgment and mocked as the king of the Jews, given a crown of thorns. What a contrast to this judgment scene.  

In the passage, Christ the king is present among the outcast and the lowly. They become his designated representatives. Helping takes on a new perspective. A relationship of respect is needed, of awe. Look at the poster of the church that is open to the homeless in Ontario. 

Providing food, drink, welcome and clothing, nursing the sick, and visiting the prison are deeds of kindness. We can all do some of these; it is what we do as Christians. The opportunity shop is an example; giving to the food bank is another. The least of the people helped; the most humble we might say, are people considered to be on the edges of society. To be deeply involved with such people may make the helpers implicated in their predicament. We learn new ways to view the world. The sense of surprise of the helpers when commended by the king suggests the help given was natural, unselfconscious. The helping was done without an expectation of reward. 

You may have heard of the story of a child walking the beach at low tide throwing any stranded shellfish back into the water. You may have done that yourself. A man asked the child why he bothered, given that there were so many shellfish stranded, so many in need. The boy replied, that the ones he helped would survive. If we all follow the call of Christ we will make a difference in the lives of people around us. The many acts of kindness of a congregation will make a better world. Let’s stir ourselves up and be surprised as you and I meet Christ.

