Choices, Choices, Choices. 

For Nov. 6th Sermon from Vicar, Joyce

Or have we oil in our lamps?                                                                                             Bible Readings: Joshua Ch. 24; 1 – 3A. Matthew Ch. 25: 1 – 13

On Friday there was a service to celebrate the life of Lois Little. One of the speakers was Lois’s granddaughter. She spoke of the differences between having gifts in our character and making choices about how we live our lives. She described the latter as the most important shaping for our lives. Lois had made choices to serve her family and her community. 

When Joshua neared the end of his life he wanted to ensure the people of God would make good choices. He called the leaders and the nation together at Shechem and asked again and again who they would serve? The process reminded me of Jesus questioning Peter after the resurrection on the shore of Lake Galilee. “Do you love me?” The third time Peter was hurt. Jesus was making sure he meant his response. If you listen to a wedding service the celebrants ask questions so that the responses of loving care are repeated. I do or I will.

Joshua was reminding the people to respect, revere and obey God. There is that famous statement. As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. Soon we will be voting in the General Election and referendum. We will make choices. I hope one of the issues we will reflect on is the growing inequality among our citizens. 

In income inequality New Zealand is 25th.  out of 24 OECD nations. Our sister church, St. Pauls’ cathedral in London, made some choices this week. For a time the cathedral shut its doors to The Occupy London Stock Exchange movement camping outside. Today its doors are open again. It has distanced itself from any legal move to evict the protestors. 'Occupy' challenges the vast worldwide income disparities and unparalleled greed apparent since the 2008 global financial collapse. Those who had least have lost the most. The well off are now even more so. There has been a wakeup call for the cathedral to be clear about its mission.

When I went to the induction of the new vicar of St. Peter’s Onehunga, the church acknowledged its areas of mission. The children sang 'let it shine, let it shine' as Mainly Music, the youth group and the Seasons programme welcomed the new priest. Light shining in the community relates to the prepared bridesmaids. 

In the first century Palestine families practiced patrilocal marriage, meaning that the bride moved into the home the groom had prepared which would be in or near to that of his father. The key moment in the long celebration is when the groom arrives at the bride’s home to bring her back to their new home. The rest of the feasting would take place there. As bridal attendants at the groom’s house, the young women were expected to greet him and his party. All were dressed smartly for the occasion. Five carried caskets of oil. They are not sure when the bridegroom would come, so all rest. 

The groom comes at midnight. Those with oil light up their lamps then light up the path and the building. The others panic as they seek for oil and miss the feast. 

We need to do some things for ourselves. Some students sit exams without doing the preparation. At exam time it is too late. Some try for jobs overseas without learning the culture or language. They miss out over others who have prepared. Have we prepared our homes for a disaster? If something happened would we be begging for water, food and medicine? I learned to always have some food and water in the car for emergency times. 

Hear the call to tend and nurture the presence of God’s Spirit within us so we might shine in acts of love, justice, compassion and mercy at any time. We may wonder at the punishment for those without the oil. How would have you responded to those who did not share? The oil would not have been enough for all the lamps and the gathering would have been in darkness. Sometimes saying no is the best way to help people to learn to take responsibility for themselves. 

Be prepared. Be prepared to make good choices. Shine with the light of Christ. 

Joyce

